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ITTLE did I think, when 1 firſt 
Wrote to Mr. HunTiNGToON, that 

1 ſhould have cauſe to appear in pub- 
lie. But ſince that time, circum- . 
ſtances have ſo concurred, as to make 
it neceſſary; for two reaſons, firſt, to 
make known thoſe things I have ftated 
to Mr. HunTineTon ; and, ſecondly, 
to declare the treatment I have re- 
ceived from him and. others on ac- 
count thereof, in order to vindicate 
myſelf from thoſe unjuſt afperſions 
and groundleſs accuſations they think 
fat to * to my charge. 
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Hv many times heard M. H unt⸗ 
ington maintain the abolition of the 
moral law (to the believer in Chriſt) in op- 
poſition to thoſe who have held that law a 
rule of life : and at other times having 
known him to advance, both from the pulpit 
and the preſs, that if a believer (delivered 
from that law in every ſenſe, vide Sermon 
on 2 Cor. iii. 13. page 7.) backſlides from 
Chriſt, then that law, which he ſays is abo- 
liſhed, and from which he holds the believer in 


every ſenſe to be delivered, does again take _ 
hold of him a ſecond time, (i. e. in this his 


backſliding ſtate)—being for myſelf per- 

ſuaded theſe were too glaring inconſiſtencies 

to ſtand together, I could not but wiſh an 
opportunity to hear how Mr. Huntington 

could reconcile. them, On Sunday morning, ( 
Auguſt 17, hearing much to this purpoſe - 

from Mr. Huntington in the pulpit, retunn- 

ing home with a friend or two, amidſt ſome 
free converſation on the ſubject, they ex- 
prefſed a wiſh that I would write to Mr. 


1138 | Hunting * 


- 


ö 
| 


ſent it next day, As the Letter itſelf follows 


his own judgment, whether it contains ver 
| mittee of ollemes, V 


„„ 
Huntington upon it; to which. at that time _ 
I gave no detided anſwer: but when at 


home, conſidering the matter over, and the 

- conſequences that might follow from appear- 

ing to, oppoſe ſo poſitive and powerful an op- 
- ponent as Mr, Huntington, I felt myſelf re. 
luRant; yet the foros of truth, and the dau- 


ger of error, in ſo important a point, took: - 
ſuch hold of my mind, as cauſed me to make 


ĩt a particular matter of prayer ts God for his. 

direction, and immediately after was im- 
preſſed with theſs words: Write te and; 

male it plan. | 


Zealouſly concerned for the truth, in hum | 
ble dependence on God for his. aſſiſtance, Þ 
undertook my fitſt to Mr. Huntington, andi 


this brief introduction, the Reader is left to 


F, "2 43 * ” 


* 


L I 
To Mz. HUNTINGTON. | 


—— — —H 


I know that whatſoever God doth, it ſnall he for NEG no- 


en he 8 nor any; thing taken from it 
Eccx. i i. 14. 


r „ * dM 
* — 


9 


8 rev. PASTOR, 


| 1 — yon with! s few Hind hoke you 5 
Mill receive them as: kindly as I write: them, 
with, ſimplipity and ſincerity. The ſubject I refen 
ty; is Goſpel. Liberty, or deliverance from the 
lam: a ſuhject which has involved me in contro- 
verſy more than once; which I believe you are 
not a ſtranger to. I have many times advanced 
the following ſentiments, clearly perſuaded of the 
trutk of them from the word of God, vis. That 
àn elect veſſel of mercy, having been convinced 
of his ſin, and the evil thereof, an who has felt. 
the ſpirituality of God's holy law, and exerted all 
his power, and proved, by ſad experience, his ut. 
e e ee | 


ments 


ments; and has been led, by the Spirit of God, u 
1 way of ſovereign grace, unto the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the end of the law for righteouſneſs, 
and has been enabled, by faith, to lay hold of him 
who is eternal life, and thereupon has found par- 
don of all fin brought home to his ſoul, peace pro 
. claimed in his conſcience, and juſtificatton untg'. 
life; that ſuch a perſon i is paſſed from death unte life, 


and ſhall never more conie into condemnation; that ne 


is no more under the lau, but under grace; and 
is fully, compleatly, and eternally e Hoes. 


the late given by 'Moſes, 


Sir, 1 hope you will excuſe ' my ahi 4 Few WY 


queſtions from the above ſubject, under the * 


| lowing conſiderations. | 
Firf, Should ſuch a one, at any future FER 
backſlide from his ſtedfaſtneſs, ſtumble into ſing 
and loſe fight of his Saviour; and, finding a ſul⸗ 5 


penſion of divine cotnfort, get legal in his views, 
and ſtrives in his'own ſtrength, and atlaſt finds him- 
ſelf ſenſibly brought into bondage: In ſuch a : caſe; 
what is the ſource of his preſent trouble? Has the 


law of God re- intangled him ? Or does it originate 
in God 's hiding his face, which cauſeth trouble: 
and mans Þooliſhneſs, which N bis be 
and his heart freteth againſt God 7 * 
Secondly, Should one, who has ben eifeQually 
delivered from the covenant of works, by an act 
of free grace, throu gh the ſatisfaction of his 


Surety; and has been led, by the Spirit of God, 


10s ſee his intereſt clear, and to rejoice in Gods 
| tas, ; and afterwards, in a has been 


- brought | 


195 7 


brought under à minifter who is altogether legal 


in his motives; now ſhould he, by his falſe 
gloſſes, and miſ-interpretation af the word of 


Gol, obſcure the liberty of the zaſpel, holding 


for the reaſonableneſs of adhering to the law of 


£0d, its being holy, juſt, and good, hereby plun- 


dering the judgment and conſcience of the child 


bring him again ſenſibly into bondage : now, in 
4hjs caſe, from tubeyce doth trouble ſpring ? Is it 
from the /aw's xe-intanglement > Or is it not the 
falſe conſtruRions ' of 'the preacher, and the miſ- 
e of the hearer, that is | the CAUSE 


thereof ? 


 Thirdy, As it gently appears, that theſe Ju- 
daiſing preachers, which proved to be the Gala- 
_ Hang troublers, | had not the pure law of God, not 
having a real knowledge of the ſpirituality there. 


of, therefore they did not uſe the law lawfully; 8 


for the /aw never commanded them to lay an in- 
junction on believers to be circumciſed, and ke 


the law of Moſes, in order to attain falyation : / 


now, ſeeing the Jaw did not ſanction their aſſer- 
tions, but they impoſed grievous burdens, of 
their own preſcribing, and taught for doctrines 
the commandments of men, and hereby confuſed 
and intangled the Galatians : now, in ſuch a caſe, 


what is the real cauſe of their bondage? Does it 


originate, in the holy Jaw of God having taken 
hold of them a ſecond time? Or in the miſcon- 


ſtructions of the preacher, and the fooliſhneſs of 


+ the 


FzaruBnSTONE-STREET, 


. 10 J 


the A, not pn _ able to diſcern the | 
cheat ?. 050 t- 


|  Fourthly, Is there not a real rente deer 
the Bondage in the ſoul occaſioned by the arreſt of 


the law of God, and the 4ondape conceived by the 
legality of the human heart, under ms Sly peernf 
| craft and deception of legal preaching? 4 


| Lafth, Is it not abſolutely neceſſary to make 


ſuch diſtinctions, in order to maintain, with clear 
confiſtency, the doctrine of the aB0L1T1ON of the 
law, unto a child of God, who ob been enabled 
to believe 1 _. PAO at 


Sir, Ms from you, is anti to this, 1 


hall eſteem a great favour, and would willingly 
inform you of the reaſon of my troubling you 
with this : ſo I conclude at preſent, and remain, 
. yours to command i in the truth of the 
. golpel, | 


THOMAS HACKER,, 


 BunuiLL-Row, 


3 W 5 Ot, et 


L 4 1 


The following is Mr. HUNTINGTON's 
| RE. to the a. 


| DEAR sin, ns 


1 SHOULD have. a yours . but 
Thave had a work in hand for the preſs, which 

has prevented me. There is one thing in you, 
Sir, which puzzles me much, and which I could 
wiſh you to explain; and that is, You have at= 


tended my miniſtry for many years, and you 5 r. 5 


15 have got difcernment enough to cavil at almoft 
every thing you have heard from me: but you 


can attend ſome, and contend for others, and 


their doctrine too, who, I am ſure, never had 
one truth applied to them in this world ; and who 
never defended one doctrine, in the fountain of it, 
in the application of it, in the experience of it, in the 
enjoyment of it, nor in the practice of it, all their 
days; and yet in thefe and their works ye can ſee 
no fault, though you can difcern ſo many in me 
and n either you are blind, or I am. 


The point which you oppoſe, i is what I have expe- 
rienced, 1 ſuppoſe, five hundred times; and who, 

ogaink faith, experience, and conſcience, can be 
B 2 | Ow" a 


= 
o 19 
1171 
2 
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« 


%J 


L. 22 1 | 
heard? And really, Sir, there is | fuch kt 


- and ignorance in your letter, as quite ſurpriſes 
2 1 you, do 1 5 Pane in Fa 1 


9 God the Father no rod. The Noa fears, 
horrors, bondage, wrath, and trembling, with 
which fripes Chriſt was chaſtened for our fins, and 
which /ripes every backſlider feels in his ſoul in a 
meaſure, who falls under the fatherly diſpleaſure 

of God, are ALL from the Law of Moſes. Some 
have Veen chaſtened With this rod every days, an 
plagued every morning, who have waſhed thefr 
Hands in Irinocency 3 and you can trade n den 

bord up to no dtder ſource than the moral dw. 5 


Al exhortations upon this head ö are. act l by 
20 notion; for inſtance, the ſallowing ; Stand 
Jaſt in ybur liberty Be not entangled gain with the 
yoke of bondage—Yop. are not Araitened in nnd * 


enlarged. Open To me, my. Her, my ſpouſe—Beware | 
of the leaven of the Phariſees ;—all which are cau- 


tions to the ſaints againſt legal bondage. . Your 
tenet contradifts all the gentle reproofs upon this 
head that ever were given to the ſaints, either by 
Chriſt, or by angels: Fear not; it i J. be, unt 
fraiu.—F ear not, qe vuomen.—- Fear nor, 9 —— 
Fear not, Zerhariah—Fear. not, ye men of. Hrael.— 
Fear not, Manoah ;—all which is not rebuking the 
"grace of fear, but thiat mi fear, which ſprings 
from a pirit of bondage tofedr ; which 0 the fpirit 
- ofthe Wor or the „ [193 naisg⸗ 


Lou 


V 
eee eee | - of 


Jeremiah, Alen ar Devid. Four ſentiment 

cohtradifts all ſur h paſſages #s theſe;-;Bring my foul 
nur f pr ion Huiurge 'my hearts ani fem whe 
cannot come forth Loqt my Bunde Get e ot K 
_ berty—Take Fg. r hand Jrow munen fs 4 ter- 


ror t6 me, Kc. 


m your query upon the Galatians, you make. 
no diſtinction as to what the Judaizing teachers 
brought forth. It was the letter of the law,—Be 
circumciſed, and keep the law ; which words are to 
be found in the Bible : but as theſe men intended 
to fruſtrate the grace of God, and injure the + by 
it, it was no better in them than witchcraft ; and 
the Galatians falling in with it, and turning their 
backs upon Chriſt, was their fooliſhneſs ; and the 
bondage of the law, which they fell into for it, 
was God's rod upon theſe foolt backs. 


A CONTENTIOUS SPIRIT kindles ſtrife, ſorarntes 
friends, and ſows diſcord among brethren—all 
which God hates. I would -adviſe you, if what 
I have here ſaid doth not ſatisfy you, to draw up 
all the objections to it you can, and ſend them 
to me, and, with your leave, I will publiſh 
yours, and a full refutation of all you ſhall ad- 
| vance, that thoſe whom you may have ſtaggered 
by this notion of yours, ma ſee and judge. 


Furthermore, as ny dehtrihe ofthe Frinty, an 
this point of the law, only furnim you for ſtriſe 


and contention; you had better leave my miniſtry, 
| and go under thoſe that ſuit you better. 1 wiſh 
to confine no man; I wiſh to miſlead no man. | 
| What you oppoſe is the truth of God, both in the 
ws and in the e ee all e more or 


You willing ſervant in the goſpel of Crit. 
WIV HUNTINGTOX. 


1 bo . 


0 


T H E 1 are oh PE ES 7 
ene which I drew up; according to 
Mr. HuNTINGTON' s advice in the preceding 
Letter. N 


Lale thee again r ag — and: write in it all the 
former words that were in the fot roll, which | 


| ow tbe hin 27 Judah burnt. 
Jer. xXXVi. 28. 


— 


- * 4 
ern 1 


RE v. "IT {3 


| yours came ſafe to hr full fraught with | 
diſapprobation of me and mine; wherein 
you ſay, that one thing puzzles you much, 
ee that is, my having attended you long; and 
ee that I cavil at almoſt all you ſay; and that I 
ec attend ſome, and contend for others, and their 
«« doftrine too, who are not only deſtitute of the 
grace of God,” but are meer idiots, and void 
of underſtanding, according to your deſcription 
of them. The principal part of which I poſi- 
tively deny, and can bring ſeveral others to atteſt 
the truth of my aſſertion. The perſons you allude 
to, that I have attended and contended. for, muſt 
have been ſuch perſons as you have given the 


0 iD of 80 to; . if J have 


been 


1 4 
een deceived, tis evident you have been de- 
ed al; but as I ami not clear'reſpeRting the 
particular perſon referred to, and as no ſpecial 
efiarge is brought, 1 cannot RR 1 
ſubject. | 


— ann cc 3 


* which you have experienced five hundred 


c times. To this 1 anſwer, No man's experi- 


ence or doctrine is to be the touchſtone to try the 
truth of Serip ture by: but the Scriptures az the 


touchſtone t __ a truth of man's ne and 
experience 1 


The next — you tell we «of, is my cc « blind- 


＋ — lent a, 


c nels, weakneſs, and i ignorance I grant mere 


is enough of that in me, and to ſpaxe; but when it 


al pleaſe the Lord to take it 77 Am 92 55 


Hope to praiſe him f for the emoyal of it, 
Again; pu ſay, + M notion glows God. the 


Faber no md. This chorge! I deny: but I do 
nok believe every Tod of chaſtifernent and afftition = 

' +. Comes from the law; fur inſtanc e, Für xod of the 
voice fhall not ref on the tot of the reghteays,, las the 
 vigh1eons put forth ubeir bund 10 injquity. Here the 


deeurge and oppreſſiun af men in antherit/ is 
narily meant; which differs widely from the 
e f Gad. Again n the wawh of the 


To Fouls 45 U n F pride. Here I believe that the 


arrogance, 'prefimption, and nin boaſting of the 


Wicked, is chiefly aneant ; which rod may fcourge 
2 bild ef »Gad.fſeyerely,” Does mat this: 72d 
| 9 law? It is alſo ſaid, O Aſjrian, 


the 


* 


8 


' 


| WY 
: the rod of mine anger, and the flaff i in thine. hand is 
mine indignation. In this place, à national ſcourge 
is meant; which ſcourge fell on both ſaints and 
ſumers; witneſs their captivity. Thele are fome 
of the rods which God cauſeth to fall on his back- 
ding children: but who, reſpecting the latter, 
can ſuppoſe the Aſſyrians to have Moſes's place, 
and ſo become miniſters of the re: © 


* * * 4 


In a former atwtation, you eien 9 Nay 
prile of me; now, in the next, I am as much ſur- 
priſed at you: for, in order to prove that the rod, 
in the hand of God the Father, is the law of Mo- 
ſes, you introduce the terrors, fears, horrors, 
bondage, wrath, and trembling, with which 
ſtripes Chriſt was chaſtened for our fits.” Pray, 
did ever I at any place or time ſay that Chrift did mut 
- ſuffer unper THE LAW? (This Is not fair treat. 
ment; but like puſhing me down in the mud, and 
then calling me dirty fellow)“ which ſtripes, 
—_— r overy backſlider feels in his foul, in a 


os * - « - - ” > «a 4 


ee fare of God.” ' - Then the chaftiſement of a real 
child of God, Who has been ſavingly delivered 

| from the law, when in a backſliding ſtate, and the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, are both the ſame in nature, 
but not in degree: if ſo, the natural conſequences 
muſt be as follows -The Saviour, by covenant 
. engagements, became Surety : God, the Credi- 
tor, demanded full payment; the Surety paid the 

- utmoſt mite; the debtor is releaſed: but if, in fu= 
I n, night of his Surety, he is again en- 
een — | tangled 


: * 5 5 | K 18 U 
tatighed by his Credltor. —The ſtripes which the | 
1 Saviour bore in body and ſbul, as being Surkty 
der his people, was no leſs than the execution of - 
| dee ſentence of the broken but righteous law, in 
ies full extent, and all the weight of the wrath of | 

a holy God, in a Way of vindicttve juſtice, pu- 

 hilhing the Surety for the fins of his people 

which being done, His blood ſhed, and his life 
laid down, became a full atonement for ſin, and 


gave compleat ſatisfaction, both to law. and-juſ- 
| tice: Yet you ſay, That a believer in Chriſt, ' 


J 


EH « felt the benefits thereof ſavingly applied, muſt 
7 feel a meaſure of theſe ſtripes,” (if he back- - 
Hides); that is, experience vindictive juſtice pur- 
ſuing the ſinner for ſatisfaction, and, in meaſure 
"executing the weighty penalty,—Sir, I hope, you 

Mill once more conſider the ſubject, and the * 

| ſequences that muſt reſult from it. 


Ih The ee eee ee 
1 ee have been chaſtened with this rod every morning, 
i *« and-plagued every day; referring to the 53 
. * That'I catmot-irace the 

«but the moral in:. "and." L. dety all the 


the trouble there ſpoken of; for it appeurs plain, 
de adverſity of the faint, and the proſperity ef 
the wicked, was the carſe of murmuring and Us 
x fooliſineÞs, being ä the conſe of his 
1 trouble. 


* 


cc for whom all this has been done, and who hass 


World to prove, that one verſe, throughout "the 


cn + 


2 table Hear his own words : As for me, . 

dene almoſt gone, my eps had well nigh flipped ; es 
Ins envious at the fooliſh, when. I ſaw the proſpe- 
rity of the wicked : thus my heart was grieved, and I 
was pricked in my reins ; fo foo;iſh, was I, and igno- 
rant; I was as a beaſt before "thee. But there is a 
vaſt difference betwixt murmuring through fool- 
thnels, TIPS: and em. aud the * law of 
God. 

Ihre yet tuke notice of ſeveral texts of 


©. Seripture, which you bring to ſupport re- entan- 


glement, and bandage by the law; the firſt of 
which having before noticed, I now take up the 
ſecond; i. e. © Ye are not flraitened in us.” To 
this I anſwer, That a child af God may be ſtrait- 
ened, without being ſhut up under the law: for in. 

ſtance, if a mellcnger of Satan is ſent to buffet Paul, 
no doubt but he was ſtraitend enough to get rid 
of it, and no doubt but Zechariah was ſtraitened 
during his nine months dumbneſs for unbelief; 
and you yourſelf ſay the law of works had ng 
charge againſt him, Your next quotation is, 


To this I anſwer, The ſpouſe was got cold in af: ' 
feRion, looſe in profeſſion, and with an army of 
| eorruptions within her; all which contracts, and 
ſhits the ſoul up. Then you produce the follow- 
ing: © Beware of the leaven of the Phariſtes." I an- 
ſwer, The leaven of the Phariſees, which was hy- 
pocriſy, differs widely from the law of Gad in its 
karte. vou tell me alſo, « that I contradict all 
mn horn We: * * 


Cant. v. 2. Open to me, my fiffer, my ſpouſe.” Ho 


£5 


« the dreadful: apprehenſions that fell on Job, 
e Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Aſaph, or David.“ This 


is a miſtake of yours; for 1 never denied 3 


dreadful apprehenſions that fell on them; but 
deny, that the holy Jaw of God took hold of them 
"ſecond time; and do defy any perſon to prove it 
from the word of God. If you will bring all the 
texts you can find, that treats of the troubles of 
the ſaints of God, who have been delivered from 
the law, by ap application of the precious blood 
and righteouſneſs of Chrift, I will undertake to 
prove, that not one of them all ſpring from the 
law of God, as a coyenant of works, NG 1 8 
E them a ſecond time. | | 


Again, you fay, « That my deni | of the * | 
being a rod of correction for the ſaints, contra- 
« dicts all their prayers fordeliverance.” This is as 


much as to ſay, that the children of God will never 2 


pray, but when they are under the rod of wRATH : 


| e e and * Werd 8 
too, | 


-» You tell me. ce That a N e ſpirit fra 
« up ſtrife, ſeparates between friends, and ſows 
te diſcord among brethren; all which God hates. 


But contending for the faith once delivered to the - 


1 i ? g in order that the | truth of the goſpel may . 
eee eng) nn e 


8 Von adviſe) me, * If not ſatisfied * your let: 

4 ter, to draw up all the objections I can 

- Egtisfied I am not; for it cannot fairly be ſaid, that 
. SE e 


E * 1 

you have brought one cogent argument, or Scrip- 

ture proof, that is pertinent to the point of anſwer. 
ing the propoſed queſtions “ and, with my 
leave, you will publiſh it, with a full refutation 
« of all that ſhall be advanced.“ But how could 
you tell what would be advanced? Therefore, 
to ſay you will refute it, right or wrong, is talking 
without book.- As to thoſe that are ſtaggered at 
what I have ſaid, I believe their ſtaggering pro- 
ceeds from want of deeper neee 91 n 
knowledge of the tru nn. 


Vou ſay, «« That your a0 e of the Trinity 
ce and of the law, only furniſhes me with ſtrife. 
Sir, I cannot but imagine, by your hint, you are 
led by hearſay, However, I am bold to ſay, that 
to whatever I have objected, I am willing to ap- 
pear before the face of any man, to ſhew my 
reaſons why. | | 


, ) 


'You fay, © I had better 8 your miniſtry.” 
Sip, I am not inclined fo to do at preſent ; but if 
you, as a miniſter of the goſpel, can cut me'off 
with a ſafe conſcience, and caſt me out, for aſking 
ſerious queſtions, which you have not anſwered, 
de it ſo, according to your pleaſure: but if the 

matter is clearly inveſtigated, I think it will plainly 
appear, that I have been very much miſrepre- 
ſented, both reſpecting my ſentiments and con- 
duct; for a perſon would readily judge, from 
your Letter, that I had denied the poſitive word 
of God; which word declares, that God will vife | 
the fins of his children with a rod; that he will try 5 
em: as gold i is tried, * purge away their droſfs 


HV 


1 


| f. 22 3 ED 

in the furnace. of afhition.; that he will bring 

them through fire. and water; and that in the 
world they ſhall have tribulation, Sc. Sc. which. 
things were I to deny, I mut not only deny the 
Seriptures, but my own, experience alſo; which 
two things agreeing together, makes it to me 
doubly a matter of fact; and, L hold, facts too. 
Aubborn for. any to remove; But I can; trace 
trouble, and the rod of afftiction, up to another 
liv. 2, 3, Hear my prayer,. O God; give ear to the 
words of my mouth; for rangers are riſen. up againſt 
ne, and oppreſſors ſeth after iy ſoul. Again, Pfal, 
IV. 3, 4. Becaufe of the voice of the enemy, becauſe : 
bf the oppreſſion of the wicked, fot they caft iniquity.” 
pon mb, and in wrath they hate me, my heart it 77 
Pane, &c.—Pfal. IVI. 1. Be nerelful "unto me, O. 
Lord, for mau would ſtvallotb me up; be flying day, 
oppreſſeth me.—Pſal. Ivii. 4. My foul is among lieus;, = 
and I lie even among them thet ate ſel on fire, eventhe 
fons of men, whoſe teeth uri ſpcars and arrows, aud 


their tongue a ſharp fword.” In theſe texts, great 


troubles are ſpoken of, but not as coming. from. 
the law of God. Many 6ther texts of the like | 
tendency might 1 n ee weed 
prevaleney of lief, ths corruption of the hü⸗ 
man heart, the oppreſſion of man, and above all, 
the hiding of God's coumtenance; from all which 
—_— ae eee thee 2 0 


even to him, an A BOrrIen, hut a /uſperfjes pf; ts 


Sad 


dal now, „Str, beg leave to make, a e. re- 
remarks on you. ſentiments, they are as follows. 


_  Firb, Youſay, That God the Father holds the | 
. laro in his hand, as a rad to. chaſtiſe the believers 
ein Chriſt, if they backſlide. Ny, ſeeing he 
Judge of all the earth will ſurely:do-right,. if the 


law of God does apprehend or entangle a backſlidex, 


he entanglement mut be j, conſequently; for not 

performing the things required therein, this once 

admitted, and the py authority of the law over the 
pheliever is clearly proved, and he muſt, ofcourſe, 

be under the dominion of it, likewiſe of the works 

of it, and conſequently under the curſe of it. | 


Ain, I believe that your doftrine.of n 
| 4anglement of the believer. by the leu, cannot ſtand 
with your own ſentiment of the A oLIxION ef it. 
ſor if it ill retaims its Hinding- nature, and is as y ẽ 
ſuy #; ſtill a covenant of works unto a haliever 
Who looks t it, land goes to work by it; then his 
being brought: from / nuder it, cannot be, called, 


Authority, and that for an unc ertain time; which 

a long or ſhort, accortling as hemay/be wyle r 
fooliſh. Thus, it all depends on the weak-believer's 
good conduct, or improvement of that which he 
"has n power or right to cammand, i. e. er | 
ins or upholding grace. | 


een ee re de ieee yon töten 
"niibeingon 10% e A ce ack 


. Rule and Riddle, | P- 22. 


1 rea- 


t 44 T. 
1 readlly grant, that the fear in them which meets | 15 
with reproof or rebuke, is not that fear which is a 
grace of the Spirit: unto them, indeed, this fear . * 
is real; yet, in fact, it is groundleſs, and entire. 
. 1y proceeds from miſapprehenfion. © But, admit 
wht you fay, „That the law of works, in the _ 
« hand of God the Father, takes 50l4 of them a 
« ſecond time, for their diſobedience” —] fay, 
were this really the caſe, where is the propriety 
of the exhortation, Fear not? ſeeing, on your fide 
of the queſtion, they have juſt ground to fear; 
for it it a fearful thing to fall: into the hands of the 


bug God. 


Fou tell us alſo, from the 9 55 « That if the 
e believer loſes fight of his Redeemer, and back- 
* ſlides from him, and turns his back to Mourt 
, Zion, and goes to Mount Sinai, that ſuch a one 
: 0 is fallen from grace, and Chriſt ſhall profit him 
„ nothing; and that God dhe Father ſpeaks to 
* ſuch, not in his Son, but in the ſecret place of 
«« thunder ; and that Chriſt will not go one ſtep af- 
& ter ſuch.” If this be true, what power is that 

which brings them back ? Who reſtores the wan. 
derer? Who heals the backſlider * Who feeks 


the loſt ſheep? or reclaims the prodigal? . 


Again, you ſay, « That the feelings and ſenſa- 
* tions of a child of God, who in a backſliding 

« ſtate gets into legal bondage, differs nothing 
« from the keen ſenſations, and dreadful appre- 
. henſiens they experienced under their firſt 


146 RY and conviction for ſin, which is al- 
1 a | «© ways 


4 


bs 1 

n ways attended with the awful apprehenſions of 
te the vindictive wrath of God falling on them 
te and his juſt judgments overtaking them.” And 
yet you ſay, That from the time God appeared 
ro gracious unto you, and that Jeſus was revealed 
«.jin you, that you experienced deliverance 


28 cc from guilt and bondage; that the ſtorm of 


re wrath blew over, and that apprehenſion of im- 
«« pending judgments has never fince returned; 
© and that the worſt hour you have experienced 
er ſince, you could never lay your hand upon 
er your heart, and with conſcience ſay, you be- 
re Heved God would damn you; which I judge 
you! muſt have feared _— times before. Hg wh 


» ac a # 


| io f a publication of yours, called A Rite and 4 
Riddle; there, at page 42, 43, and 44. you Will 
find my ſentiments ſtrongly countenanced by your 
own pen: there you introduce a long quotation ; 
from the jth of Romans, and then draw an infer- 
- ence from it, amounting to this, 1 That the law 
+ has the fame dominion over the ſinner, as a 
e huſband has over his wife by the law of mar- 

* riage; ; and that the law geriders bondage to ſuch 
10 a ſoul; and that the ſoul conceives under its 
& operations, and brings forth unto death; but 
«« that when God tells ſuch a ſinner, that Moſes, 
« miy ſervant, is dead, and the ſoul is quickened to 
« feel, and enlightened to ſee, that the law is a 


„ Killing letter, and the adminiſtration of death 
„ „ 1 


2 


oc l POL: had ee cond 4 hen 
« dead huſband, And a-dead law, that -carmotgive 
” life, the ſaul. is looſed from that law, and is 
N 75 . #-ho-adulteraſ, though it be married to another 
mn v man; and that. a. has no more power over 
= ng ſoul, than the :gorpſe of; Anna's huſband 
ter had over her, who had;been-a-widow:ypwerds 
te f forty years”. And you alſo ay, If. the · ri- 
te gorous huſband of anpoor fimple woman be 
«.:dead, accurding to Paul's doctrine, Rom. ii. 2. 
mne would tuuink he could command: her perſon, 
«pinch her belly, and beat hier back no mreg 
* but, that ther other man, whom hel hd a- 
«ried, had got the whole and ſole 8 of 
5 . her. 1 am fre, by the law of God "he kus „ 
1 4 and by the covenant df wedlock; or elſe Tk 
| « not who would marty a widow, to have | 
| & baumnte with, the comm̃ands of a ghoſt, 5 "Ava 
p. G8, you ſay, «If the law of wdrks Be 
40 binding to the ſaints, as ſome affirm, The 
«« James's Aw of liberty. 1 2 be perfect; a 3 A 
s 4 if the law. of., works. be binding, ben. the law 
40 of the ſpirit of Ife Wd not make Paul f free from 
= mh dhe law of death, "uſileks it can. be proyel, mat 
e Legal bondage and golpel. liberty can ſtand to toge- 
* e ther. Many other Things of. like, tendency 
|. might be. 3 frum your own Works: "but let 
. AL ſuffice, But if-the law js in the hand of God 
the Father, as 4 rod, to correct and chal the. le- 
h „ for difol obedience, backſliding, and Telly, 
. is the difference between you and thoſe you 


oppoſe, 


1 : 
. who ſay the law is a rule of life ? You | 
hold and fiy, „That if a believer walks con- 
« fem with bis high and heavenly calling, and 

ic ſhugs legal preaching and principles, and keeps 
%. cloſe to Mount Zion, and at a. digance 
% from Mount Sinai, and walks: in the loye of 
% God, which loge is the fulfilling of the lay. ; 
“e that in ſuch the Jaw is fulfilled, and again 
* ſuch there is no law: but if the walk and con- 
e duct of ſuch is the wat then God ſpeaks 

% to them from the ſecret place of thunder.” 
' You cannot but know, Sir, that thoſe who hold 
the law, to he a rule of life, ſa alles: that the be- 


liever is not under the law as a covenant of works, 


to do and live; but that it retains its commanding 
er over him, as a rule of life: i. e. If the 
and live, as Chriſtians ought, in cloſe ! 
munion with Jeſus, and in the filial fear and love 
of God; as long as they thus walk, they live in 
the enjoyment of peace, without reproof ox re- 
buke: but if the reverſe of this is their conduct, 
then the moral law, which is ſaid to be their rule 
of life, is in the hand of God as a rod, to chaſten 


ED them for diſobedience. 


The above ſentiments npartialy weighed, 
le difference between you and your opponents, 
in this matter, will appear to conſiſt more in the 
mode of expreſſion and ſtatement, _ in matter 


| of fat. | 
D 2 | 5 For 


ONT Es d 
1 


7 


45 l . 25 85 
5 . wink of bellies, muſt, for the 66 con- 
5 clude; and leave you at full liberty to do with it 
as you may think moſt prudent : only beg, that 
if you do /publiſh it, that it may come forth as it 
ſtands; alſo with the quotations from your own 
works, without alterations; and may God enable : 
you to Judge * judgment. x 


8 1 R, 
5 remain yours, | | 
| To comma i the pure truth of the goſpel, 


| THOMAS HACKER, 


* 


- Fratur 3 
BvunniLL-Row, . 
SxpTEMBER 6, 20% 


4 


* 


. / 


3 


a 4 brief Relation of the Ae ent 1 te. 
ceived from Mr. HUNTINGTON. 8 


123 


— 
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0 He, n to Mr. Huntington's 14 
vice, drawn up the foregoing obſervations 
and objections, a friend of mine, nam namely, John 


Prieſt, preſented them on Sunday evening, with 
my reſpects to Mr. Huntington. On his receiv- 


ing them, he ſaid, « Tell him, He is a fool and a 


"= liar.” Some few more words having paſſed, he 
again ſaid, ce Tell him, He is a fool and a liar; and 


x that I will publiſh it.” The Tueſday evening fol. 


lowing, at Monkwell-ſtreet chapel, Mr. Hunting- 


ton preached from theſe words, Gal. 5. 1. Stand 


60 1 therefore, in the liberty wherewsth Chrift latb 
& made us free, api be not entangled again with the 
hole of bondage.” It ſoon appeared for what 


purpoſe this text was taken: after a ſhort intro- 


duction, he propoſed to ſnew, . What liberty was; 
« what it was to ſtand faſt therein; what the bon. 


=. dage there ſpoken of meant; and that it came 


% from the law.“ I was all attention, expect- 


ing a refutation of my ſentiments. He then in, 


formed the congregation, That ſome did not like 


« to hear of legal bondage; for he had lately, re- 


oe ceived a letter from one Hacker, and that he had 
_ « ſent mean anſwer that he thought quite ſufficient; 
1 put that, notwithſtanding, I had ſpent the Lord's 


6 day 


* 
= 
* 
% 


ry 
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the fears, trials, 8 which the children 


believers in Chriſt Jeſus, It can't be denyed, but 


, i — 1 
” FX * = 
= —_— 
SS * 
* 
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Ca * 
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te day in writing Un "This was ofar from be 1 
ing true, e e e eee, eee | 


mo * but, hecaule the Sabbath was our * 


dinance ay, T refrained ſending i it till ater the o 
\ dinance; leſt it mould rofffe Gr diſcornpoſe Mr, 
Huntington ; but by-looking above, to the hills, 


from WEEET HET CORR „ T was efadred to bear 
we bruvt of public. cenſure, above what L ſhould = 


| bave expected, had I previouſly known what was 


to have came gat. . greater park of 
U Wow wh SR. 


yan grievous ae 


of God experience, is this warfaring flate, is. 
what I never did nor meant to deny. The point 


ih diſpute between us, is che quarter from whene 


hey come, Mr. Huntington aſſerts, & That 
e troubles of Job, Aſaph, Jeremiah, Heze- 
* kjah, and others, proceeds from the hw of 


« Moſes taking hold of them a ſecond time; al- 


though he admits they were previouſly fully de- 
livered from it. To this I fay, in anſwer, It 
& true, God viſits bis children's fins and tranſ; 
greſſians with the rod, in covenant mercy to their 


Las; not letting them alone, to go on fro- 
5 f But then, 


for myſelf, be allowed to fay, it is injudie 


diccious, indeed abſurd and crronequs, to repreſent 


God, as at angry. Judge, afſlicting and ſcourging 


men 
* Sce the date of the ſecond Letter, | | 


1 3t 
dere male grill 1 ene at 
vor that. Satan is Jenk, to bulk et | ; it is fres 
admitted alſo, that they Wau even rel 2 
der their on une Be | evalency of unbelief, 
and the deceitfulneſs of their own hearts: theſe 
God the Father, as a COVENANT Gop, "uſes as A 
rod, in a ſovereign and gracious way, to bring 
his children unto a more nurmbte dependence on 
himſelf. 5 
In the als” of we Termon, Mr. -"Uitnting- 
ton was "pleffed to inftance' two texts, on Wel, 
he. Tud, . grounded my brgument; neither of 
| which, 1 ever  allyanced om the ſabje&. The ſer. 
mon being ended, T took the liberty of g going. into 
the veſtry, arid of telling Wir. Huntington he wins 
under a miſtake, in reference to the texts which 
he ſaid I grounded my arguments upon; for, 
ſaid I, they are neither of them in either of my 
letters to you; upon which he became very an- 
gry. I then deſired him to read my letters, or 
to let me read them, or any other perſon: that 
was preſent, that they might judge for themſelves, 
—all which was poſitively denied; and taking 
the letter out of my hand, in an angry mans 
ner, he immediately tore it in pieces, and threw 
it at me, and gave me a puſh with his hand; 
on which ſome that were preſent, unacquain ted 
with the ſtate of the caſe, ſet themſelves _ 
me in an unchriſtian like manner. 


Thus much I have thought neceſſary, in order 
to new the Propriety of the meaſures I have ta- 
ken, 


* 


ken. 1 mall not add further at preſent, but that gs 19 

it is hoped the Chriſtian Reader will exerciſe his 22 
judgment impartially, on the facts I have ſtated, 4 
as I have given them with integrity, and, I truſt, 
with a hearty deſire that truth alone ny, hg 


2 F 


* 


The following Letter, with ſome additional re- 
marks, I have thought fit to ſubjoin to the fore- 

going Letters and Obſervations: it is addreſſed 

to Mr. Huntington; ; but whether he will conde- 

ſcend to read it, is not for me to judge; ; perhaps | 10 
. 28. 8 induce him, | 5 Ws 


* 
' ; 


* 
% . 


ed. 
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He! that adſweieth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly 
and ſhame unto him, Prov. xviii. 13. 


* . ; - 
1 22 Ty —_— del pou FY — 
* 


REV. SIR, 


"OUR conduct on receiving my laſt 1% 
forbids me to write to you in private; 
therefore I addreſs.you in public; intreating you 
again to, conſider irt the ſubject in AW 2 

| hetween us. | 


ln a Sermon of yours, lately publlecl , on 
2 Cor. iii. 13. you ſtrongly maintain the a holition 
of the moral law. Thus you deſctibe the charac. 
ter of the perſon to whom the Jaw is abvliſhed; 
* He is a pardoned, juſtified flnner, who is joined 
« to the Lord, and one ſpirit with him,“ &c. 
You alſo ſtate, in what ſenſe the law and death is 
aboliſhed ; *« Chriſt (ſay you) hath aboliſhed ſpi- 
* ritual death, from the inſenſible ſinner's ſoul, - 
t by quickening him; he hath aboliſhed the ſting 
6 of death from the conſcience, by his own blood; 
e and eternal death, by dying the juſt for the 
« „ uryuſt; 1 hath aboliſhed the miniſtration of 
F.C [225.0 Rag 


*. a bh 


Es [#3 - 
ee death, on tables of ſtone, by laying the en- 
% mity, taking it out of the way, and nailing -it 
4 to his croſs; all which you ſupport from your 
text, and Epheſ. ii. 14, 15, 16. 2 Tim. i. J. 10. 
Now, taking the ſenſe of the above Scriptures, in 
connection with Iſa. ii. 18. it will amount to this, 

to deſtroy, to make void, diſannul, and to do away. 
Pray, Sir, can it, with propriety, be ſaid, that 
the perſon above deſcribed, as delivered from the 
law in every ſenſe, is again entangled by it in any 
ſenſe, ſeeing he is not only delivered from 77, but 
the law itſelf he was under is now abol;/hed, and 
done away unto bim; he being confidered com- 
plete in Chriſt, his covenant head, and not under 

the law, but under grace? Can that which is abo- 
Fiſhed, ſtill remain? Can thar- which is 


be ill in force? e yay eee 


exiſt ? Can that which is done away in every ſenſe, 

be binding in ay ſenſe? If there is any meaning 
in words, I will venture to ſay it is IMrossi uE! 
Tour ſentiment, reſpecting the intangling power 


oy of the law over the believer, implies an impeach- 


| ment of the effectual work of God the Spirit on 
the heart, or of the compleat work of God the Sa- 
viour on · the croſs, or of the everlaſting love and 
juſtice of God the Father: but the works of God 
are perfect; whatſoever he doth, is done for ever. 
| -There can be no medium admitted between juſtifi- 
ation and condemnation, The ſtate of eyery 
man it under the law or under grace: but 9 — 


„ 


Sen optics a polliblity of falling from grace 
- finally. * ; 


tw7 


In the 98 ſermon, you alſo addreſs the be- 


eee «© O believer ! abide in him; and let 


« not Satan, miniſters of Satan, Juſtice, nor Mo- 
«« ſes, catch thee out of the clift of the Rock, leſt, 
* like one of old, thou get entangled again.” 

Here, it ſeems as if you repreſented Satan, Sa- 


forming a combination, and watching to catch the 
poor weak believer out of his hiding - place: but 
what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? Or what 


agreement between Satan and ſtrict juſtice? Or 


Hetween the ſervants of Satan, and Moſes, the 


ſervant of God? You alto fay, . That God, out 


* of Chriſt,” is a confuming fine; and whoever 
er drives the believer. 
«him into the fire. 


+ Then I would aſk, Sir, 


Ho does the ſaint get out of the fire, without he- 


| $1g-conſiamed, ſeeing it is a conſuming fire? For, 


according to your own words, Ann le Tn 


e e eee t 


At page 67 7. you ſay: < It remains, therefore, 
F that that debt-book, or hand-writing, is the 
© works of the moral law.” Is there no differ. 


ence between the works of the law, and the law of | 


worky ? JT judge there is. But if you mean, that 
the holy law of God, which demands works, is 
the hand-writing, or debt-book, opened againſt tlie 
ſinner,— will you dare to call a God of ri Juſ- 
tice a reſtleſs Creditor, and his holy law a wretch-' 
"ed hand-writing? (you have need to bluſh) You 
had much better call the ſinner awretched debtor, 
on account of his wretched ſituation. 


E 2 | „ 


tan's ſervants, the juſtice of God, and Moſes, as 


> the law of works, drives 


. 
* 
—— 


* ** * a 4 VB 


5.1 


On Tueſday, September 9, when you preached 
from Gal. v. 1. you obſerved, „If there was no 
« danger of falling into bondage, the text, or the 
. apoſtolick admonition, was meer nonſenſe.” — 
Though you thought this made againſt me, yet 
I muſt ſay, it is very remote from the point; for, 
notwithſtanding . you have repreſented me as de- 
nying legal bondage, I have a right, and will ſay; 
ſuch an expreſſion never came from my lips; 
for I acknowledge, not only a poſlibility, but 
a probability, of their falling again into bon- 

dage; ; therefore the exhortation was neceſſary.— 
Bor the point 1 contend for, I muſt again ſay, 
is the nature of that bondage, and the ſource of it. 
\ You ſay it comes from the law. I aſk you to 
prove, that the holy law of God retains its juſt au» 
_ _ thority, and binding nature, over one -who has 

been delivered from it (according to your own 
words) ih every ſenſe; and unto whom the mi- 
niſtration of death and condemnation is aboliſhed, 
and done away: but if you cannot prove its. juf . 
authority, and yet contend for its binding and en- 
tangling power, remember where the reproach 
. muſt fall. Perhaps you will ſay, „ What is the 
«« bondage ſpoken of, and from whence. comes 
it?“ I anſyer, firſt, by a fimile: Suppoſe a 
Sheriff 's officer comes to me, under a falſe pre- 
tence, and arreſts me, for a debt which I have no 
right nor power to pay, and deals with me in his 
uſual form againſt debtors ; ſhows me his forged 
authority, and takes me, per force, to a ſpunging- 
Houſe; and I feel _ aggrieved, and | grow an- 
6 8 . | gry, ; 


RJ 


| * 1 3 
gry, and find myſelf ſen/ibly in bondage, both 


through the uſurped authority of the bailiff, and 


in my own ſpirit, through trouble: perhaps 
if you were to viſit me, you would ſay, I was 
« entangled by the law ;” but, in reply, I ſhould 


| ſay, No, Sir, I am entangled by a rogue, and 


not by the law; for when the matter comes to be 
inveſti gated, and the villany proved, the law is 


my friend; and, in a retributive WAY, enables me 


to puniſh the impoſtor. Should I, in this caſe, 
charge the law, or legiſlative power, as being the 
cauſe of my trouble? Surely not. This, in a way 
of analogy, holds good, reſpecting the point in de- 
bate, Lam. ii. 14. Thy prophets have Seen vain and 
Fooliſh things for thee, and they have not diſcovered 


thine iniquity, to turn away thy captivity ; but have ſeen - ' 


For thee FALSE burdens and CAUSES of BANISHMENT, 


In this place, falſe preachersare ſaid to impoſe fajſe 


burdens ; and if the preacher burden the hearers 
with falſe conſtructions, why will you lay the 


blame on the law, or juſtice ? Some ſay, “Man is 


« prone to indulge legal principles, by which he 
e views God as being angry with him, and thus 
«« gets into bondage,” Theſe things I grant, with 
full conſent: but does this prove, that God the Fa- 


ther is dealing with the ſaint in his Iaw ? « Yes,” 
ſay ſome, according to. the ſaint's conception 
cc and feeling, it is ſo: but I aſk, Does the FALSE 


conception of a man,. conſtitute a thing to be what 


it really is not? Some, with whom J have ar- 


gued, ſay, „ If we view God, as a conſuming 


56 fire, then unto ws us is ſo,” If this be true, 


C * 1 


then Goa i ar he is in himſelf; dut is that 
which we conceive him to be: but will not this 
make as many Gods as neee dime con 
oeptions in the human mind ? | | 


-" Anolhertermutk 1 ke on the text Is this ; tow 


could fhe apoſtle Paul, as a faithful tiniſter of the | 


goſpel, lay to the Galatians, Be not entangled agaia 


with the law, knowing well they were, and would be, 


the ſuhjects of ſin; if he knew, at the ſame time, 


fhat the law was {ill in force againſt them, and re: 


tained its jusr entangling and binding power over 


them ? Again, admitting Paul to view the laws 


| .JvsT authority and Binding power; and that thoſe 
he exhorted to Rand. Fall, had difregarded his ad- 
monition, and, of courſe, had been again en- 


| tangled in the yoke of bondage; in this caſe, 


would Paul have preſumed to have called the hofy 
Jaw of God, juſtly laid on them for their * 


I Ay, would he have called this zuitchcraft, and 
Foalifimeſs - [MPOSSIBLE: !—Neither would he have 
done as you have done, in warning: the believer 
to keep within the clift of the Rock, leſt. Juſtice 
ſhould take hold of kim: this is to repreſent the 
| faint and Juſtice as at hide and ſeek. But if a ſin- 

ner is not ſaved conſiſtent with law and crit jul- 
_ . tice too, he cannot be ſaved at all; for Juſtice is 


as willing to ſend the priſoner out of the pit, 


through the blood of the covenant, as before he 
Was ridged to purſue for ſatisfaction. The ee 
Peter alſo, inſtead of acknowledging: the gus 


thority: of the a to entangle the believer — 
= nothing leſs than — God, even to at- 
n 


- 


C 39 J 
tempt to put it on the diſciples neck. And Paul, to 
the Galatians, on the ſame ſubject, lays, Te fuffer fools. 
gladly ; ye ſuſfer, if a MAN bring you into bondage. Per. 
baps you will ſay, It is the law they were brought 
into bondage to. —Surely not; for man cannqt 


ſend the law home with a binding power to a ſin- 
ner's conſcience; it being the Lord's. own wopk, 
Men might as well attempt to rix the curſe 
where God hath xixEp the hleſſing. Therefore 
it remains, that the bondage alluded to muſt ba 
Fricke: offs and Nor the LAW. 


Sir, 1 muſt be bold to tell you, that you A: 
quently take portions of Scripture in a detached 

int of view, not conſidering well the connection 
in which they ſtand. Lou tay, Ahe north 
« ; Wind, in Solomon's Song, means the law of St. 
te nai,” but you never proved it; you attempted 
it, 1 allow; but the remote inferences you was 


pleaſed to draw for that purpoſe, did you no credit, 


| You ſay, That the rod of affliction, which G. 

6 uſeth to correct his backſliding children, with, is 
60 the law of works; and t that all the wrath ſpoken e of 
ein Scripture, comes from the law ;” for, ſa ay 


you, n rod of correction, or affliction, can | 


a 


«« gome from the new coyenant, becauſe that is 
7 full of bleſſing,” One would really think, Sir, 
you had forgot that, .ByzssED is the, MAN zoom the 
Lord corregeth.z and that, Whom. be loveth.he, CHA- 
STENETH:, But vou will ſay, © That this, comes 
from the law,” But remember, Love is aid 


40 be dhe C aber, and Meſſing. accompanies it: 
ſurelꝝ this love and bleſſing cannot come from the 


. 
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law, becauſe the wrath of God is revealed therein / 
It is poſſible- you may, for yourſelf, or amongſt 
the circle of your acquaintance, remember ſome 
inſtance of children receiving fatherly correction, 
in anger and wrath, for crimes which where un- 
der the cognizance of the law of the land; but 
will you ſay that the ſnart theſe. diſobedient chil. | 
- _ «dren felt from their offended parent, came ſrom | 
the civil law of the land, in the ſtrict hand of juf: 
tice ? Surely not. You. will perhaps aſæk, · Mpbere- 
« fore then” ſerveth the Jaw ?” The anſwer is, 1t 
Twas. added becauſe of tranſgreſſion, that the offence 
| might abound, that six by the law might become ex= * 
ceeding finful ; that every mouth might be flopped, and : 
34 the whole world (elect and non- elect) be brought in | 
__ « guilty before God. This is the end for which it was 
i | ent; the non · elect being brought in guilty by it, 
| 
| 


wa + 


| receive the tremendous ſentence from it, and 
be held under the awful curſe of it unto all eternity. | 
' | The ele& alſo, being born in fin, and who by aa. 
= ture axe the children of wrath even as others, muſt / 
|| be (in time) convinced of the ſpirituality of the | 
* | | | law, and muſt feel themſelves condemned, loſt, 
= and undone ſinners by the law : when this is their 
caſe, their ſouls within them tremble at the awful 
5 conſequences of being tranſgreſſors of that law, 
-. ___ _ whichno after-obedience of theirs will compen- 
; fate; for its demands are original, perfect, and 
| perpetual obedience. In this ftate, when God, 
© according to his eternal purpoſe, is pleaſed to ſend 
= k home the law with power, agreeable to the apoſ- 
1 tle's aſſertion, fin revives, actual wenne | 
| 5 comes 


1 
— a 


_ . miſling ſo great a ſal vation; Solis al Mb 
Wg bis diſtreſſed mind, ank Purdeueg Wü, till 
Soc the Split teftifies' of Jeſus; fe the ap 
expreſſes'it, Whon if pliaſed GU 5 e bi 5 


mind of the reality o wie fakt, Ahl 4 Ing hr 9 pe" 
by/faith, to receive the ntonemeht, a 


„ „ 

| come afreſh in view; and, filet in gramtelh rd 
gSinal ſin (the greateſt of all) in: diſcoveredy! and 

he falls, or, as, the apoſtle oe; . Os all. 

his falſe hopes give Way, a nd he feels h IL ſelf | 


fibly, ſinking under the juſt wrath,of God, i 
ſpair : it is in this cafe, generally, God. the Spirit 


diſcovers Jeſus, the finner's Surety, as hens 177 


ks law-place and Redd and fs benring All the | 
| of his people, and enduring all the curſe and rü 
of God due to tfem, in his dit doch and Win, 
dn the accurfed tree: under this! iſcovery, ite 


ſenſations of the firmer is more Keen thimi ever? 
throbgh unbellef of his owt A 


n him, as having died for him? 


dent affeBtions to embrice" ce Salou, Brant! 


i 5. Thus, Having found the Wünlatg, abit 
cleanſeth from all fin, the burden Wwe An, 
and guflt, in the trömendbe Edhſequences bf It 


Fanihes; peace with God, and af hi Dom hel 
efice; is enjoyed; Goſpel" ( or Hcred Mberky ) 


procliimed in his foul, afd oe Tels "Wortiplext . 
| Iiverance from the law, by viewing 
as having more honbured it, and maghiffeck it, 


nis Sülrety, 
than ever it eduld have been, by, his ſuſtaining 


| the penalty of it. Thus deliverance from the la, 


of works takes Place 1 e * and no more, 
M F | 5 * 
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can fuch;s ond be krought under it in ay Een | 
| rr N e N 
tis He cliaced't me from'every refuge T fave, ge 
09: fullſtir 5 . his due; © A 110 
Gs - 2b te h lb th eſs the end of the e. 
| Ane mme purſue. e: hee? 
As. find milf obliged to.differ from you, 
the, ſource from whence troubles 
come ; and as troubles are great and many, and 
Yep do not ſing out © of the ground, I. ſhall of- 
fer a few. thoughts on the trouble and diſtreſs 
that the children of God are often called to we 
through, and from whence they ſpring. _ 
The firſt thing Lxemark, is, That Godis the dif, 
| * all eyents; Hat he acts in a ſovereign way, 
in. All his is diſpenſations of providence and grace; 
Saile, v0 lech all things after the counſel of his. own 
ill, and whatloeyer. aflliction, diſtreſs or trouble, 
= a child of God meets with, in his journey through 
b was all appointed for him of God, Jobs 
3 | | vii. 3. and. unto the trouble he Was born, Job, 
Dar 
_ none hom, God would meet with him, in order 
Þ d bring him to a ſaving knowledge, of himſelf” 
firſt, in a va of gonvidtionof in — ee 71 
duration of bis conviction—the time and nature | 
bis delivery « all invariably fixed; en ThE 
ing a let lime to favour. As. at 
God hathappointed the ond from the bugting 
he Hath allo appointed the means which ftial attain 
unte that end. eee cholen dis ec hn 
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_ Gini from before the foundation of the world, 
unto complete ſalvation, the means he hath alſo 


fan&ification of the Spirit, and belief of the truth. God 


hath alfo declared, that he wilt humble the pride 
of man—that he will cauſe: his people- 10 loath 


themſelves in their own- fight-that noi fleſh: ſhall 


glory in his preſence—that his children ſhall not 


- make fleſh their arm,” but ſhall depend! alone; for 


_ ſalvation and protection, on the out-ſtretched arm. 


of the Mighty, their Saviour. This is ſome part 
af the abſolute wilt of God revealed o us in his; 


word: the means ate: alfo. provided to bring his 


people into this low, humble, dependent ſtate. 
Now, ſeeing God the Saviour is called the Sun of 
Highteouſnefs, in him all fullneſs of grace and light 


centres: it is in his light we fee light; while he ſhines, 


wih healing rays on the ſoul, the Chriſtians path is 


pleaſant; he walks with joy, and praiſes God, and 
troubles are not known. But when the Lord, 


aeeording to bis own purpoſe, cauſeth a cloud to in- 


terveen, there being then a ſuſpenſion of divine 
light, darkneſs in the ſoul is the immediate conſe- 


_ quence, which cauſeth trouble enough: and as he, 


who is the Confolation of Iſrael, in his ſovereign 
pteafure, ſuſpends his divine comfort, the reſult is; 


rogative of God the Holy Ghoſt, to work faith in 


me ſinner's heart, perfuading the mind of the 


truth, and into the truth and love ef God, and of 
his own intereſt in the ſalvation of Jeſus; while 
enn ſtate, he finds himſelf bleſſed in- 
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appointed, to attain that end; which” is, zbrough = 
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diſtreſs of ſoub muſt follow. And as it is the pre - 
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to operate as the, Spirit of faith, immediately un- 
belief muſt prevail, : which always brings a crowd 
of evils and troubles with it. The Chriſtian being 


fortleſs; he works by the legal principles of natural 


reafon: having loſt the ſenſations of divine comfort, 
he will try to get ſatisfaction from ſelf, and the things 

of time and ſenſe: and as he cannot, of himſelf, 
bring fortho tlie fruits of faith, the labour of love, 


and the patience of hope, he will naturally ſtrive 
in his own ſtrength; and} of courſe, will bring 


true it is, that in this barren ſtate, for want of 


more true liglit, he will grow proud and ſelf. ſuf. 
ficient, backſlide in heart, and make - crooked: 


paths for his feet, and go from bad to worſe, be- 


ing led captive by Satan, if ſovereign grace pre 


. 4115 (= Mp 
decd. But when the ſovereign Spirit of God ceaſes 


4. 


thus brought into darkneſs, and feeling himſelf com- 


forth the fruits of the fleſh : and aſtoniſhing, but - 


vent not. Then comes the word of God reſpect.- 


ing him; thus The backſlider in heart ſhall be filled 
201, his owh ways» Man's own fiu ſhall find him aui 
Hir backflidings ball reprove him Hit pride ſhall 
bring him loo. and I (ſaith God) will viſit his 
u with a rod. But when the time appointed is 
fully come, that God will again appear gracious 


to the baſe backſlider, knowing that a ſoft word 
breaks the bone, 
weetly: Return, ye backſiiding children ; for I am 
married unto yon. will receive yon gratiouſſy, and 
Jove you freely-—And, Be not like a horſe or a-mule— 
and T will guide you with mine eye. And when the * 
enter of God" 8 word _ light, and * Fo 


ſuch texts as theſe ſuit 


58 
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> cit rauſes the foul from its ſtupid lethargy, to feel 


| the force of truth, and to ſee and feel his barren | 
Hate, then he puts a cry in his heart for deliver-. 

ance, and to be reſtored again to, the joys of God's, 
ſalvation—helps his infirmities, with groanings 
that cannot be uttered—ſ earches the deep 
things of God—ſhews what is freely given, 


; him in the covenant of grace leads him unto 


the precious blood of Jeſus, the fountain open, 
that cleanſes from fin— works faith in his 


; heart, to appropriate the benefits of his Saviour's 


death then peace is again the effect thereof - 
freſh manifeſtation of eternal love is enjoyed in his 
heart, which-cauſes him to praiſe his covenant 
God with joyful lips; and under a true ſight and 


deep ſenſibility of his weakneſs and unworthineſs, 
_ - With genuine repentance, he is brought low at the 


footſtool; of mercy, loaths himſelf in his o] 
fight, and abhors himſelf, and repents in duſt and 
Aſhes: he finds true humility of foul, brokenneſs 
of heart, and contrition of ſpirit, being thus 
brought down and humbled. The abſolute. pro- 
miſes of God hold forth ſweet conſolation; by 
faith the Chriſtian is enabled to feaſt thereon, 
and find the word of God, fitly ſpoken, to be like 
apples of gold in pictures of filver :—the darkneſs 
being paſſed, the true light again ſhines :;—he ſees 
his intereſt more clear—his' views: are. much en- 
larged—he grows in. wiſdom and knowledge of 
the word, the works, and ways of God :—he has 
had a convincing proof of the deceitfulneſs of the- 
_— heart; and of 1278 own weakneſs, frailty, 
: U . 
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rand to. backſide from God ;—he bes 

more and more the need of the power, wiſdom, . 
und goodneſs of God, to protect and ſupport bim 
and he learns more arid mare the value and great. 
nefs of that falvation which he is ſaved with.. 
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: Thefe thipgs cauſe him feelingly to confeſs himſelf | 5 
| to be the leaſt of all aints, een of 


all God children: though highly ee he 
views himſelf, in himſelf, mt at all; ; but . 
Jeſus Chriſt to be his all in all. | 


Thus God has wiſely — fixed the 
and, and the means that ſhall attain to that end 
4 mits that he walks wiſely or & be is foolith 
hen ſuch and fuch things & to be the conſe- 
« quence” all whichdepend upan the doubtful ir. 
This, Sir, bs tracing things to ſecond cauſes, and 
there! leaves them floating, like a baſeleſs fabzick, 
= CAR wo enen ee 
cies of man e (Rte; 


Sir, if you can pefile what {i na, without 
wreſting my words to a ſenſe they were never 
meant to convey, you are at full liberty to do it; 
hoping you will call in your old friend Copſciegce | 
in the performance of it, | | | 5 


Jul before 1 Aan tente 
fow quotations from yous own works; and judge 
ye the conſiftency of them. Unto each quotation, 
wherein you hold believers entanglement by the 

oral law, E have made free to anne a text: of 

- Sevipture, and leave you to conſider * * a 
L thereof,” 
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R. p. 22. 


* there is verily a diſan- 


ing of the command going be- 


if * 
n or 1 — P- oO 


"Knttwin FO that 30 lat was 
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Sire dad Sethi Ji 


done away, abe J read this 


; iniquit us publication. 


, berty 1 is * fc 
The og, will be man rg 


en Ciftern, p. 8). 


24 that he ſaith a new covenunnt,. 


he hath made the firſt old; now 
that | whith. decayeth and ws 


old, is ready to Wl wag 
| b. viii. 1 3. 


| IF ka (the believer) ſaffers Ni 


legal preachers to bring bim 
info bondage. or if. he fins 
agua Chriſt, he h he ill find 
t e law will e 
ſuch a fooliſh Galatian. 


Serm. on 2 Cor. iii, 13; p. 6 
Fur we know that what 155 


fetver the law faith, n faith ts 


e a 8 


al, 
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ENTANGLEMENT. daLIVERANCE. 

Nor does our faith in Chriſt Hence 600 detlares 
alter the nature of the law, or | that we are delfuirtd frem 
make it to vs what it was not the e ¾. Rule and Rid- 
before : it is the yoke of bon- dle, „ 

* e, and genders to bondage N 
Rule and Riddle, p. 22: | 
Fer the prieſthood being chang- 7 
1 of neceſſity, a ny 
change alſo of th law. He. Vii. #2. E090 3. 04/798 
 Law—it ſtill retains its bind- If the late of works be 
Ing nature even to the believer. | binding to the /aints, as 


ſome affirm (ſee p. 22.) 


then James's law of li- 


p. 68. 
8 ha J 


more power over ſuch a 
ſoul, than the 

"Ania's Pede T2. 
her che had been 4 M- 
dow _— of e 


ears. R. 
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very ſenſe delivered from 
it, and not under it, but 
under grace, they that 
never love; God jn this 
world, nor in the ne 
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Let 1 know, that * 
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n * 
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C 48 1 5 5 
ts we ſame. ſermon, at page 785 you r, 


> xe, You will pay no more attention to the croax- 


. ing of frogs, nor 2 arguments on dogs that 
r bark at the moon.“ —If by dogs you mean 


' your opponents, and by the moon, yourſelf; in 


the latter, I think the emblem ſtriking, ſeeing you. 


are ſo often given to change; witneſs: the above 8 


quotations; which are a very ſmall part, as a ſpe- 
cimen,. o of the e that, wk tare in 6nd 
on works. . 8 


I doubt not, _ I have PCS more free than 


| welcome ; and, ſome will ſay, more free than 


-prudent ; but I judge faithful dealing better than 


flattering, Although. it cauſe. contention for a 


While. As for all ties of hypocritical friendſhip, 


Cod will, in time, break them aſunder. If a hearer 
1s not fatisfied with what he hears, from the mi- 
niſter he ſits under, it is but honeſt for him to let 

him know it, and only generous in the miniſter” 
to give him a hearing; but you will not ſuffer 
any to object, although there is plenty of room. 


From what I have ſaid, 1 do expect wo be ts 
nounced to the world as a vile perſon; if not ana- 
thematiſed altogether : but be that as it may - 
have firſt ſat down and counted the coſt, and ſhall 
pay little regard to reproach and ſlander; for 1 
judge Envy is put much to her ſhifts, when Scu- 


rility appears ;—and being perſuaded of this one 
thing, that the purpoſe of God cannot be altered ; 


therefore the curſe cauſeleſs cannot come :—with 
95 8 , and in humble dependence on the 
0 5 e 


\ 


. 
out. ſtretched arm of the mighty God, my Saviour, 
I fear the face of no man, while truth is on my fide. 

Sir, one thing more I meant to take notice of ; 


and that is, of the hint you give me in your let- 


ter, reſpecting the doctrine of the Trinity; doubt- 
leſs your conjectures on my ſentiments, aroſe 
from the circumſtance of my writing and com- 


ing to you, concerning the publication of a letter 


(in a pamphlet of yours, entitled, Forty Stripes 
ſave None), written by the late Mr. Veſſey, of 
Woolwich ; and as that matter has not been 
cleared up, nor ſettled, I think if you were to 
bring forth the original copy, it would do you 
much credit. And, with reſpe&t to myſelf, if 
you can bring any ſpecial charge againſt me, ftate 
it plainly, and, God willing, I will anſwer you 
without diſguiſe, 
Bir, if you think well Weng 1 forth any thing 


more, in defence of believers entanglement by 


the moral law, I will carefully attend to it; and 
if I cannot anſwer it with fair argument, ſup- 
ported by Scripture, and countenanced by your 
own writings, I will freely give up the point ; and 
my filence ſhall be an acknowledgment of the 


fame. And ſo I conclude ; but ſtill ſubſcribe my- 


ſelf, your well-wifher and friend in heart; 
And remain yours 
To command in the pure truth of the goſpel, 
THOMAS HACKER, 


FR8ATHERSTONE=STREET, 
BunriLL-Row, 
SEPTEMBER 323, 1794» 7 
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